
UNCLASSIFIED 
MCCDC Information Paper 

Capt M J Kerr, 24 April 2001 
 

Data Automated Communications Terminal (DACT) 

UNCLASSIFIED 

1 

Purpose.  To update the Deputy 
Commander for Combat Development on 
the Data Automated Communications 
Terminal (DACT). 
 

 Mounted DACT   Dismounted DACT 
 

General Description 
 
The DACT will be a sub-notebook sized tactical 
input/output battlefield situational awareness system 
and communications terminal that will provide 
Marine Air-Ground Task Force Command, Control, 
Communications, Computers, and Intelligence 
(MAGTF C4I) digitization.  The DACT will come in 
two versions; one to be mounted in tactical/armored 
vehicles (referred to as the “mounted” DACT), the 
other to be carried by the individual Marine (referred 
to as the “dismounted” DACT). 
 

Background 
 
Mar 94 - MNS approved. 
Nov 95 - MS I/II 
Feb 96 - ORD approved. 
Jan 01- Staffing complete of ORD Change 3 

Revised to comply with relevant   
requirements generation instructions. 

Mar 01- IOT&E Mounted DACT  
Jun 01- MS C decision 
FY 02- IOC Mounted DACT 
FY 03- FOC Mounted DACT 
            IOC Dismounted DACT 
FY 04- FOC dismounted DACT 

 
 

Key Performance Parameters 

 
Operational Concept  
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Number of Systems Required and Fielding 

  
Acquisition Objective:  3942  
               Mounted           Dismounted 
I MEF              326  TBD 
II MEF              273  TBD 
III MEF              124  TBD 
MARFORRES             299  TBD 
Supporting Establish.       22  TBD 
DMFA               0 
The mounted DACT will be fielded to units that have 
EPLRS-equipped vehicles. 
The AAO for dismounted DACT will be revised in 
order to reflect concept of employment, provision of 
Situational Awareness to GCE through an established 
tactical data network. 
 

Key Performance Parameter 
 

Interoperability  
Required by CJCSI  6212.01B 8 May 2000 
Display a map with GPS derived position location 
information (PLI) [Interoperability KPP] 
represented on the map. 
Transmit PLI generated by the DACT to a C2PC 
Gateway and receive PLI from a C2PC Gateway. 

Transmit and receive threshold messages 
in Appendix D. 
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Current DACT Issues 

ORD must crosswalk Combat Identification CRD and 
Information Dissemination CRD for Joint C4I 
Interoperability Certification. 
 
Integration of Mounted DACTs for Tanks (64) 
estimated cost $6M. 
 
Dismounted DACT AAO must be revised by 
MCCDC and subsequently validated by GCE 
Advocate. 
 
Investigate substituting Defense Advanced GPS 
Receiver with Dismounted DACT- duplicate GPS 
capability requirements. 
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