WINNERS MESSAGE

NBC EXCELLENCE AWARD


SUBJ/2D MARINE DIVISION NBC READINESS AWARD//

RMKS/ 1. ON 9 SEP 04 A BOARD WAS HELD TO DETERMINE THE FY04 WINNERS FOR NBC EXCELLENCE (INDIVIDUAL AND UNIT).  THE WINNERS FOR EACH CATEGORY WERE 2D BATTALION, 2D MARINES (UNIT) AND SSGT HARDCHARGER (INDIVIDUAL).

2. UNIT AWARD FOR NBC EXCELLENCE-

A.  IT IS WITH PLEASURE THAT I ANNOUNCE 2D BATTALION, 2D MARINE REGIMENT, II MEF AS THE WINNER OF THE HQMC NBC EXCELLENCE AWARD FOR FY-04.  AS IT DIRECTLY EFFECTS OUR COMBAT READINESS, THIS RECOGNITION EXEMPLIFIES THE LEVEL OF NBC AWARENESS, TRAINING AND SUPPORT EACH UNIT SHOULD ASPIRE TO ATTAIN.  NBC DEFENSE PHYSICALLY AND MENTALLY CHALLENGES OUR PERSONNEL, AND, TACTICALLY AND LOGISTICALLY CHALLENGES EVERY LEVEL OF COMMAND.  THE ABILITY TO FIGHT, MOVE AND SURVIVE IN THIS ENVIRONMENT IS VITAL TO OUR ABILITY TO ACCOMPLISH OUR COMBAT MISSION.  

B.  FOR 2D BATTALION, 2D MARINES: YOUR DEMONSTRATED LEADERSHIP, INITIATIVE AND RESOURCEFULNESS GO BEYOND THE CGRI'S AND CREP'S THAT MEASURE US FROM TIME TO TIME. YOUR ATTENTION TO DETAIL AND OVERALL SENSE OF OPERATIONAL SUPPORT DEMONSTRATED THROUGH INSPECTION, A HIGH LEVEL OF EQUIPMENT READINESS AND INTEGRATION OF NBC INTO NEARLY ALL TRAINING EVOLUTIONS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR SETS YOUR APART.  ALL OF HQMC JOINS ME IN CONGRATULATING YOU ON THIS DISTINCTIVE ACCOMPLISHMENT.  

3. INDIVIDUAL AWARD FOR NBC EXCELLENCE-

A.  THE INDIVIDUAL AWARD FOR NBC EXCELLENCE HONORS AN MOS 5711 OR 5702 NUCLEAR, BIOLOGICAL, AND CHEMICAL DEFENSE MARINE WHO EXHIBITS SUPERIOR LEADERSHIP IN THE PERFORMANCE OF THEIR DUTIES.  THIS YEAR'S AWARDEE IS SSGT I. AMMA HARDCHARGER OF 3D FSSGB, III MEF. SSGT HARDCHARGER WAS SELECTED FROM A LIST OF NOMINEES FROM THROUGHOUT THE 57XX MOS.  THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF ALL NOMINEES WERE EXEMPLARY, MAKING THE COMPETITION EXTREMELY KEEN.   

B.  SSGT HARDCHARGER'S LEADERSHIP AND TECHNICAL EXPERTISE WERE EXPRESSED IN THE CREATION OF A MODIFICATION TO JOINT WARNING AND REPORTING SYSTEM (JWARN) THAT ALLOWS FOR SEAMLESS TRANSMISSION OF REPORTS FROM THE POINT OF ATTACK THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE THEATER THROUGH THE COMMON OPERATIONAL PICTURE (COP) AND C2PC SYSTEMS.  THIS MODIFICATION HAS CONTRIBUTED SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE OPERATIONAL READINESS OF HIS BATTALION WHILE DEPLOYED TO OPERATION NEVERENDING DEPLOYMENT 5 (OND-5) AND TO ALL FORCES (JOINT AND INTERNATIONALLY) IN THE THEATER IN GENERAL.  

4. CONGRATULATIONS ARE EXTENDED TO 2D BN 2D MAR AND TO SSGT 
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