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 Joint Forcible Entry Joint Enabling Concept


Purpose.   To provide a brief synopsis of the Joint Forcible Entry (JFEO) Joint Enabling Concept version 0.85 dated 2 January 2004  

Definition of Joint Forcible Entry
A Joint military operation conducted either as a singular operation or as a part of a larger campaign to introduce combat forces rapidly into the territory of an adversary with the expectation of facing armed opposition.

Synopsis of the Central Idea

The joint forcible entry operations force, taking full advantage of a mix of basing options and operational and strategic maneuver, will attack the adversary from multiple directions and multiple dimensions.  The joint forcible entry operations commander will employ distributed, yet coherent, operations to attack the objective area or areas.  The net result will be a coordinated, lethal attack to overwhelm the adversary and achieve the desired effects before the adversary has time to react, and a well-positioned and networked force that can defeat any adversary reaction when it does occur and facilitate follow-on operations, if required.    
Description of the Military Problem

The operational environment that will confront commanders in 2015 will be challenging.  Future adversaries will have learned to apply all of their capabilities and resources to deny U.S. forces the freedom of movement and unencumbered access our forces, for the most part, have enjoyed to date. Our future opponents will take advantage of natural obstacles, will apply force, and will apply diplomatic and cultural pressures on regional governments—all to prevent or significantly diminish U.S. force access.  Their intent will be to disrupt, slow or prevent access, thereby setting conditions for their own strategic success.
Setting Conditions for JFEO

The U.S. does not have a “grace” period while transitioning to war. The U.S. prepares by creating adaptive organizations and processes, emphasizing an expeditionary posture and rapid surge capabilities, and developing and educating its leaders. Setting the conditions for success requires adaptability, flexibility, creativity, and audacity.

Regional Combatant Commanders peacetime effort will be to gain and maintain access within their areas of responsibility.  If access is denied or restricted they will need the capability to conduct forcible entry operations with well-trained joint forces capable of executing on short-notice.  These forces will require immediately available lift and tailored Joint logistics support that can operate from strategic or operational distances and can use non-traditional support bases.

Joint forcible entry operations require a fully developed cadre of Joint leaders and organizations.  Training under tough, realistic, and stressful conditions will establish and refine the organizational processes and procedures required for coherent, joint, distributed tactical actions.  
Guiding Principles
· Start with the end in mind

· Shape the operational battlespace


· Establish persistent intelligence / surveillance / reconnaissance profile

· Overwhelm /overmatch adversary in order to disrupt, delay, destroy and disorient

· Mitigate risk


· Achieve desired effects

· Achieve decisive conclusions

· Provide focused sustainment

· Protect the force



Summary
Joint forcible entry operations capabilities will continue to be required in the future.  Therefore, Combatant Commanders will require a complete menu of joint forcible entry operations capabilities.  The size and composition of a future joint forcible entry operations force will vary and are dependent upon how quickly forcible entry is required, the mission assigned, operational conditions, constraints, and capabilities of the opposition.







