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Executive Summary

Subj:  Strategic Deterrence (SD) Joint Operating Concept Final Draft  

Briefing Memorandum, Wednesday, 21 January 2004 

Purpose: To gain OPSDEPS concurrence to forward the Strategic Deterrence (SD) Joint Operating Concept ver 0.4 dtd 7 January 2004 to the JCS Tank.

Background Information: The Strategic Deterrence Joint Operating Concept is authored by Commander, USSTRATCOM and is one of four JOCs currently under development. GO/FO critical comments were submitted to the Joint Staff during December 2003 by the Services, COCOMs, and Defense Agencies. All critical comments were resolved during the Critical Comment Resolution Conference hosted by the Joint Staff (J-7/J-8). The latest version of the SD JOC just completed another round of staffing directed by the Joint Staff 136 process. MCCDC as the lead requested final review and comments from MARFORSTRAT, MARFORLANT, and several divisions within PP&O. All parties concurred without comment with the SD JOC as written.


Discussion: Strategic Deterrence (SD) is the prevention of aggression or coercion by adversaries that could threaten vital interests of the United States and/or our national survival. SD convinces adversaries not to take grievous courses of action by means of decisive influence over their decision-making. The SD JOC seeks to influence capability development by describing how the joint force will plan, prepare, deploy, employ, and sustain to achieve strategic deterrence objectives though 2015. The goal is to decisively influence the strategic deterrence center of gravity of potential adversaries: their decision-making calculus.

· Adversary perception of the benefits of a course of action

· Adversary perception of the costs of a course of action

· Adversary perception of the consequences of restraint (i.e. what will happen to them if they do take the course of action)
Military strategic deterrence efforts must integrate three “ways” and must be synchronized with the application of the other instruments of national power (economic, informational, and diplomatic) to convince adversary decision makers that in taking action they will fail to achieve the benefit they seek, incur severe costs that outweigh perceived benefits, and suffer a worse outcome than had they opted not to take the action the US seeks to deter.

Marine Corps Concerns: None

Other Service Concerns:

Navy: Concur  

Army: Concur 
Air Force: Concur 

Recommended Marine Corps Position:

Concur with the Strategic Deterrence Joint Operating Concept. This document is non-contentious and there is nothing potentially harmful to Marine Corps equities articulated herein.













































Prepared By:  LtCol E.D. King, USMC, JCDE Operations, MCCDC, DSN 278-3610
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